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The IntTRopucTION, or Defign of this Paper. 


encounter innumerable Difficulties.. Itfeems to carry with it an Air of 

Superiority, to which Mankind fubmit with the greateft Reluctance. The 

Office of giving Advice, is naturally obnoxious to Ill-Will, as it implies 

‘GF either fome Fault, or a lefs Degree of Underftanding, in the Perfon who is to take it 3 
for which Reafon it is feldom taken. Nor is any Thing more difficult than to 


W fets up for a REFORMER of public Abufes, muft expe& td 


eradicate popular Prejudice. Errors, like Families, demand Refpect on Account of 
their Antiquity. Opinions long entertained, and embraced by the Majority, plead 
both Prefcription and Precedent, for their Continuance. The moft ridiculous Notions 
are rendered venerable by Time, and acquire a Kind of Sanction by being diffufed 
thro’ Numbers: Nay, it is looked upon as difrefpectul, to controvert the Sentiments of 
our Anceftors, or to oppofe an ancient and prevailing Opinion. But fixch Over-Nicety 
and Excefs of Complaifance, is the Source of innumerable Mifchiefs, by tending tothe 
Perpetuation, and (if I may be allowed the Expreffion) the Immortality of Error. 


SoME Perfons owe their Profperity to the Violation of their Traft; and to the 
Concealment of fuch Violation from the Public Eye. The Interrupting thofe in their 





iniquitous Obfcurity, by dra; o ging x them into open Day -lioht, is much-what as a: greeable 
as letting in the Light of the Sun upon a Neft of Owls, to whom it is painful and 
offenfive. 
SZ THE Ignorance of others is their diftinguifhing Characteriftic : From whence fpring, 
; Pride and Self-Conceit; which germinate and flourith with peculiar Vigour in a Soil 
Wr fo Congenial to their Natures. Light poured in upon fuch Minds, is always dif; guitful : 
It is like holding a Candle to a Lady celebrated for the Oppofite of Beauty: They 
? hate it, becaufe it difcovers their Imperfeétions, mortifies their Pride, -and expofes them 
to the Contempt of the World. 
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Ortuers there are of a fupine and flothful Temper: Thefe in Society, are like 
Drones in a Hive. Does their Country flourifh; they partake of the Fruit of its 
Profperity: But Indolence fo enervates their Powers, that they will neither beftir 
themfelves to promote its Interefts ; nor make a Stand when Oppreffion, like Poverty, 
invades as an armed Man. ‘They with it well, and a With is the boldeft Exertion of 
their Activity: They fwim with the Current; believe as others, and act, if at all, 
with the prevailing Majority. As fuch Men are never for Redrefs ; fo thofe who 
labour to effect it, are, in their Opinion, Enemies to the publick Tranquility and 


Repofe. 


But whether their Oppofition fprings from Corruption, Ignorance, or Indolence; 
or however different their Motive, they generally agree in giving an invidious Turn 
to the Defign of the Writer. If he difcants with Spirit, on the Rights of the Subjeét ; 
he is an Enemy to Monarchy, and a latent Promoter of republican Principles. Does 
he infift on the due Extent of Prerogative; he is a Tool to the Adminiftration, and an 
Advocate for lawlefs Dominion. If he cofmbats the Libertinifm of the Age; he is an 
enthufiaftic Zealot, or a knavifh Impoftor. Does he plead for the free Exercife of 
Confcience, and difclaim the Unreafonablenefs of Perfecution; he is diffafected to the 
Church, and a Foe to Religion. 


None of thefe Difcouragements fhall, however, deter me from vindicating the 
civil and religious RIGHTS of my Fellow-Creatures: From expofing the peculiar 
Deformity of publick Vice, and Corruption; and difplaying the amiable Charms of 
Liberty, with the deteftable Nature of S/avery and Opprefjion. --- 1 have the Magnanimity 
to attack the Enemies of human Race, in whatever dignified Shape they appear, 
and to burft the Chains they caft over their Species: To aflert the native inherent 
Rights of Mankind: To ftigmatize the public Robber; and inculcate that Devotion 
to the Public, from whence fo many RomMAN Names, immortaliz’d in Story, drew 
their Luftre. I fhall profecute my Undertaking, with a firm Aflurance, that it is not 
Quality, but Innocence, that ought to exempt Men from Reproof: And that Vice and 
Folly ought to be attacked where-ever they are met with; and efpecially when 
placed in high and confpicuous Stations. In a Word, I fhall dare to attempt the 
Reforming the Abufes of my Country, and to point out whatcver may tend to its 
Profperity and Emolument. Nor will, “tis to be hoped, a Defign fo generous and 
humane, tho’ not executed with that Skill and Dexterity wherewith it might be 
carried on by an abler Genius, prove altogether unacceptable to the Public: Nay, I 
flatter my felf, that whoever may be difpleafed with me, I fhall be approved by all 
whofe Praifes do Honour to the Perfon on whom they are beftowed: And if I have 
the Happinefs to obtain their Approbation, I fhall not trouble my felf about the 
Sentiments of thofe whofe Cenfure is Applaufe, and their Commendation difhonourable. 
From my own Countrymen efpecially, to whofe more immediate Service a confiderable 
Number of thefe //’ceé/y Speculations will be dedicated, it will be lefs Prefumption to 
expect a fuitable Encouragement. 


Tue Author being under no Attachment to any Party, thinks himfelf the better 
qualified to make impartial Remarks on the Conduct of every Party, fo far as it proves 
injurious to the Public, and farther he is determined not to interfere with the 
political Controverfies of his Country. 


Tue Efpoufing any polemic Debate between different Sects of Chriftians, thall be 
the laft Charge againft him; tho’ he fhall be ever ready to deliver his Sentiments on 
the Abufes and Encroachments of any, with the Freedom and Unconcernedaeh 
becoming Truth and Independency. 
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Tue Imputation of Indecency, and the Ufe of rude and virulent Expreffions, he 
will take particular Care not to deferve: Nor fhall perfonal Reflections ever blemith 
his Writings. But Corruption in Office fhall be boldly reprehended ; and if it cannot 
be expofed without pointing out the Perion, he fhall hold himfelf inculpable: For 
there, not the AZan, but the Officer, is attacked; and public Villainy ought to be 
rendered publickly infamous, whatever private Detriment it may occafion to the 
corrupt Individval. 


Wuen I proteft againft Ill-Manners and feurrilous Language, I mean not to debar 
my felf the Privilege of lafhing Guilt and Corruption in the ftrongeft Terms. Ie 
would not, for Inftance, be Slander or Virulence, to call a Chartres, or a Wild, Rogue 
and Robber. On the contrary, tho’ thefe Appellatives might not be within the 
Intent of the Statute, that requires the Defcription of Perfons by their proper 
Additions ; yet would they be within the original Defign of Names, which Antiquarians 
tell us, were either agreeable to Men's Perfons, or defcriptive of their natural or 
moral Qualities. 


NerrHer Hope nor Fear fhall influence the Author to fupprefs his Zeal for the 
Service of his Country, however offenfive it may prove to Men whofe Conduct or 
Pretenfions cannot abide the Teft of an impartial Examination. He fhall not fit 
unconcerned amidft publick Mifmanagement; nor be a jilent Spectator of the general 
Calamity. Where the Rights of the Community are infringed, or violated, no 
Titles however auguft, no Perfons however exalted, fhall find a Shelter from the 
Treatment they deterve ; but he ‘will exert his Endeavours, at whatever Hazard, to 
** repel the Aggreflor, to drag the Thief to Juitice, whoever may protect them in 
“‘ their Villainy, and whoever may partake of their Plunder.” 


Pugtic Abufes are, in their own Nature, progreffive ; and tho’ cafily removed 
in their Origin, acquire Strength by their Dugatiok, and at Jaft become too potent to 
be fubdued. The Cockatrice -is eafily crufhed in the Egg, but in full Growth, a 
formidable Enemy. A _ perfect Supinenefs under the leaft lnvafion of civil or religious 
Liberty, is an Encouragement to greater, and prefages mightier Evils to come; 
while a feafonable Oppofition might not only have vanquifhed the prefent, but 
difcouraged all future Abufes of the like Nature. 


Wuew I have no Opportunity of ferving my Country, by pointing out public 
Grievances, or propofing beneficial Regulations, I fall take the Liberty to make 
Excurfions into the World of Science; confining my {icit however to the moft 
important Speculations, and fuch as moft nearly coincide with my principal Defign 
of oppofing Oppreffion, and vindicating the Liberty of Alan: But in Subjects meerly 
literary, I fhall rarely indulge my felf. 

Tue Author will ever be open to Truth and Conviction; nor will any Perfon be 
more ready to detect his Errors, than he to correct them. But on the Slander and 
Scurrility of his Enemies, if fuch it fhould be his Misfortune to create, he will look 
down with a Sovereign Contempt. 


Ir after All, he fhould fail of Succefs, he will be fure of the Tegmony of 
a good Confcience. Should his Speculations prove beneficial to his Country, 
fuiicicnt will be his Reward. But if he finds himflf obliged to drop his Defign, 
for Want of Encouragement; he wilt enjoy the inward Satisfaction of having, at 
leaft, attempted to promote the public Welfare, 
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Advertifement. 


T being unimaginable, that the Author can profecute his Defign, as explained in the preeeediny 
Paper, at his 5 private Expence, he flatter hi imjelf, that all Per y jor 15 difpojed ta encourage fa 
laudable an Undertaking, and which is the fir/] Attempt of this Nature that ever was made 

in this Part of the World, will re _ contribute towards its Continuation, while he continues to 
deferve the Encouragement of the Public: To % hich End, he will at all Times be glad of the 
Correfpondence and Affiftance of any Perfon, inclining to cont ey his Thoughts on any Subjel w ithin 
the Scope of his Defign, thro’ the C hannel of this Pape r, who 1s defired to tranfmit his Compofitions 
direfted, To the INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR, tothe Care of Mr.PARKER ; which the 
Auther, when ever he thinks it expedient, will publifh, and if necefjary with his own Carr eélions. 
Such Gentlemen, alfo, who can ferve their Country, by fugge/ling good Thoughts, iar a true 
Account of Faé?s, but have either no Leifure for, or are not ujed to Compofition, or fuch ) as are 
fearful of appearing in print, may depend onhaving a due Regar d pai id to their Colleétions ; and that 
no ungentleman- -lke, ungenerous, or ill Ufe, Shall be made of thrir Manuferipts. ~The Author alfa 
declares, that he is influenced in his Dejicn, by a fincere Love of Mankind, and aéiuated by neo 
private Views whatever : His Circumftances, ‘thanks to Heaven ! him above the Aids of this 
Paper for Subjiftence ; for which Reafon, he has fo calculated the Price of it, as barely te 
pay the Printer, without any Compenfation for his own Time and Labour. 
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